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The Great Observatories




Shuttle Atlantis STS-37 

April 7, 1991



17,000 kilograms (37,000 lb)


Launch and Deployment




Compton Gamma Ray Observatory

Compton had four instruments that 
covered an unprecedented six decades 
of the electromagnetic spectrum, from 
30 keV to 30 GeV

•  Burst And Transient Source Experiment 
(BATSE) 20-1000 keV

•  Oriented Scintillation Spectrometer 
Experiment (OSSE) 0.05-10 MeV

•  Imaging Compton Telescope (COMPTEL) 
0.8-30 MeV 

•  Energetic Gamma Ray Experiment 
Telescope (EGRET) 30 MeV-10 GeV




Compton Science Support Center

Compton was the first 
Gamma Ray Observatory to 
have a Guest Observer 
program



A dedicate Science Support 
Center to support 
community use



Broadened and deepened 
the community engagement 
in Gamma ray astronomy








1st Compton Symposium


Neil Gehrels, Martin Rees, Don Clayton, Jerry Fishman, Chip Meegan, John Horack




CGRO Science Highlights
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Neil Gehrels: Lab Chief 
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